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Commentating is a unique skill that can be applied to a wide variety of sports. In fact, it’s one of the most popular ways to make a living as a professional sports commentator. If you're interested in becoming a sports commentator, then this guide is for you. In it, we will outline the steps you need to take to become a successful commentator, from
training and preparation to marketing your skills and talent. We hope you find this guide helpful as you begin your journey to becoming a sports commentator. Become a sports commentator by following these steps: Get to know all of the rules, terminology, and strategies involved. This will help you to have a better understanding of what’s going on
during the game. Do some live commentary work or shadow other commentators while they are commentating a game. This will give you an idea of how to approach a game and how to stay on track while giving your opinion. Know what is appropriate behavior for a sports commentator and stick to it no matter what happens during the game. Also be
aware of FCC regulations when it comes to announcing games or reporting on them in any way. Being able to communicate clearly not only enhances your credibility as a commentator, but also helps viewers understand your thoughts on the game. Practice making speeches or writing press releases about games that you may want to commentate in
the future so that you are comfortable doing so on demand. whether it’s technical difficulties, difficult questions from reporters, or even hecklers from fans! Be confident in yourself and your ability to provide thoughtful, insightful commentary no matter what situation arises To become a sports commentator, you will need to have a degree in
journalism or communications. Other requirements may include experience as a sport reporter or working as a sports broadcaster. In order to be considered for commentator roles, you will also need to pass an audition and meet other qualifications, such as having good speaking skills and the ability to think on your feet. A sports commentator is a
unique individual who provides expert analysis and commentary on sporting events. As a commentator, you will work with the media to deliver quality content that engages and entertains your audience. In order to become a successful sports commentator, you must have strong written and oral communication skills, as well as an understanding of
sports.In order to be successful as a sports commentator, you must first have a passion for the sport. You should also be able to effectively convey information to your audience in a clear and concise manner. Additionally, you must be able to build relationships with the media so that they are willing to give you time on air. Finally, being a successful
sports commentator requires patience and good decision-making skills. There are a few things you should know about becoming a sports commentator. First, it takes a lot of hard work and dedication. Second, the salary is not as high as people might think. And finally, there are a few things that you need to have in order to be successful in this
career.When it comes to becoming a sports commentator, the most important thing is to have passion for the sport. If you love the game and want to comment on it, then you will be much more successful than someone who just wants the money. Secondly, you need to be able to talk very quickly and clearly. Not only do viewers need to be able to
understand what you're saying, but they also need to be able to follow your commentary on multiple games at once. Finally, being bilingual is a huge advantage in this field. There are often times where non-english speakers will be commenting on games with english speakers, so having competent Spanish or French isn’t a bad idea either!Overall,
becoming a sports commentator can be rewarding if you put in the hard work. The salary is not as high as people might think, but there are other benefits such as job security and prestige. If you have all of the necessary qualities and can talk quickly and clearly, then becoming a sports commentator may be an option for you! Successful sports
commentators have a knack for delivering entertaining and informative content to viewers. In addition to being able to articulate complex concepts in an easily-digestible manner, commentators must be able to inject personality into their commentary, creating a connection with their audience.Commentators who are successful often have a
background in sport or journalism. They need to be well-versed in the game they’re commenting on and have a good understanding of the rules. It’s also important that they are knowledgeable about league and international rules, as these may come up during game coverage.In addition to possessing Insider knowledge, successful commentators need
charisma, stage presence and strong writing skills. They must be able to provide thorough breakdowns of games while keeping an upbeat tone and avoiding clichés. Finally, commentators must be comfortable speaking in front of a live audience.By following these tips, anyone can develop the skills necessary to become a successful sports
commentator. A sports commentator is someone who provides expert analysis of sporting events. This includes commenting on the game play, providing insights into the players and teams, and offering predictions. In order to be a successful sports commentator, you will need to have strong writing and speaking skills as well as knowledge of
sports.While not all commentators are required to have a university degree in journalism or broadcasting, many do. The National Association of Sports Broadcasters (NASB) recommends that aspiring sportscasters have at least a bachelor’s degree in communications or journalism from an accredited school. Additionally, most broadcasters require that
potential commentators pass an audition and demonstrate their knowledge of sports and broadcasting basics.In terms of experience, most commentators start out by working as reporters for television or newspapers before moving on to become analysts or hosts for cable networks or online channels. Some commentators work exclusively in one area
of sport while others cover a variety of games.Despite the varied skills needed for a successful sports commentator, there are some common traits that are often sought out. For example, most commentators must be able to write well and communicate effectively with viewers. They should also be knowledgeable about sports and be able to provide
insightful analysis of games. There are many reasons why someone might want to become a sports commentator. Broadly speaking, commentators can be described as people who provide expert analysis and commentary on sporting events. They can provide insight into the game itself, offer opinions on player performances or disciplinary matters, or
simply provide entertainment for listeners.Some people may want to become commentators because they enjoy watching sports and want to share their enthusiasm with others. Others may be interested in becoming commentators because they think it is a prestigious position and see it as a way to gain exposure for their work. Still others may be
seeking opportunities to network and build connections in the industry.Whatever the reason, becoming a sports commentator requires dedication, skill, and a good sense of humour. In this guide, we will outline all of the steps necessary for someone wishing to pursue this career path. First, though, we’ll discuss some of the key requirements that must
be met before applying for any position as a commentator. As a sports commentator, you have the opportunity to share your knowledge and passion for the game with the world. In this guide, we are going to show you everything you need to know in order to get started as a sports commentator. From learning how to develop your skillset, to mastering
some essential interview techniques, we are going to give you everything you need in order to start sharing your opinions on TV and online. So what are you waiting for? Start training today and see where it takes you! A sports commentator provides expert analysis of a game or event while broadcasting over the radio, television or internet. Their job
is to provide viewers with detailed information about what is happening on the field and in the stands. They need to be able to think on their feet and keep up with the fast-paced action.Sports commentators are typically trained in journalism, English, and communications. Some may have prior experience working as sports anchors or reporters. In
order to become a sports commentator, you will need to have excellent communication skills and a knowledge of sport. You will also need to have strong writing and editing skills, as well as an ability to think on your feet.Some of the most popular sports for commentary include football, baseball, basketball, ice hockey, rugby union, tennis and Formula
1 racing. You can find out more about becoming a sports commentator by checking out our complete guide below: Sports Commentator can make anywhere from $40,000 to over $1 million a year. Many commentators work for networks or newspapers, while others work for syndication services. The best way to find out what the average salary is for a
commentator is to contact some of the larger organizations and see what they are offering. Sports commentators are in high demand, and earning a living as a commentator can be quite lucrative. However, it does not come easy. To be a successful sports commentator, you need to have excellent writing and speaking skills, as well as the ability to
connect with fans on a personal level.At the minimum, being a sports commentator requires education and experience in the field of commentary. Many experienced commentators have degrees in journalism or communications, but there is no specific educational requirement for becoming a sports commentator. You also need experience working
with media outlets and having strong communication skills.Once you have the necessary qualifications, you will likely need to obtain licensing from your state or territory if you want to work as a full-time sports commentator. This involves passing an audition and demonstrate your knowledge of both the sport you will be commenting on and
professional broadcasting standards. Licensing may also require demonstrating that you are temperamentally suited to commentating on sensitive topics such as violence. Becoming a sports commentator involves a lot of hard work and dedication. However, with the right tools and strategies, becoming a commentator is not as difficult as it may seem.
In fact, with the help of this guide, you can become a sports commentator in no time at all!To start off, you first need to have a solid understanding of sports. Not only must you be knowledgeable about the game itself, but you must also know the rules and regulations associated with it. Additionally, you should have an intuitive understanding of how
people react to sports events. Finally, you need to be able to articulate all of this information in an engaging and entertaining way.Once you have mastered the basics of sports commentary, it’s time to learn how to properly voice your opinion on the game. First and foremost, always be respectful towards other commentators and athletes. Secondly,
make sure that your comments are well researched and fact-based. And lastly, avoid making personal attacks against anyone - including other commentators!In conclusion, becoming a sports commentator is not as difficult as it may seem - if you put in the effort! With the help of this guide, you will be on your way to becoming a top-notch
commentator in no time at all! The average sportscaster works about 2-4 hours per day. However, this varies depending on the commentator’s level of experience and position. A starting sports commentator usually works for around 1-2 hours per day, but as they gain more experience and learn new skills, they can work up to 4 hours per
day.Commentators also have to maintain a social media presence and make appearances at various events in order to keep their name in the public eye. This can take up a lot of time, especially if they are also working on producing content for their own show or website. If you are interested in MMA journalist jobs, it will certainly help your efforts to
get a college degree in English or journalism. While many of those in top MMA sports writer jobs do not have formal degrees, it can only benefit you to have training. Beyond education, if you want to work in sports, love writing, and enjoy mixed martial arts, the below tips will help fuel your success. There is not a lot of local press, so you will have
your best bet initially at that level, noted US Combat Sports owner Gary Stevens. For instance, many aspirants for MMA journalist positions form relationships with school papers or local websites. If the organization has a good reputation, these connections can lead to breaking stories, event and gym access, and cage-side credentials. MMA journalist
jobs require the same firm grasp of AP style and standards for grammar/punctuation as any reporting position. Those who perform poorly in these MMA sports media jobs think they should just talk about the event and get interviews with fighters. Expand your scope: talk with judges, announcers, people in the audience, and even other

reporters. Talking to more people provides a fuller sense of the atmosphere and what takes place. You also potentially uncover new stories. If you are a journalist craving these jobs in sports, you want to have a laptop so you can rapidly record what takes place. Press seating will give you a spot to put the computer. Contact the event promoter and let
them know you would like press tickets. Include information about the site where your coverage will be published. These MMA jobs rely on your up-to-the-minute knowledge. Consume as much media as you can about the sport as well as about journalism. Be as compelling and engaging as you can with what you write. Always be improving. It is not
easy to become successful in this competitive field, but you can overcome the odds with diligence. MMA journalist Ariel Helwani said that he wrote 30-50 social media messages every day to fighters to get his first interviews. MMA journalist jobs may arise after you have connected and developed a rapport with an editor. The relationship will be useful
even if they just give you comments or answer occasional questions. Treat the critiques and recommendations from the editor very seriously. Be humble. Whether you go local (see Tip #1) or otherwise, you can beef up your resume while building an audience through a relationship with a credible media outlet. In that way, you can focus on producing
pieces for the company and access its benefits. Stevens suggested a more solid paycheck could help create stability with these jobs in sports rather than immediately going the freelance route. MMA sports media jobs can be unforgiving when it comes to preparation. Make sure you have backups of equipment and that everything is fully charged. Mike
Russell noted that journalistic ethics are central to success. Professionals in the industry expect you to understand core ethical principles for MMA journalist jobs. According to the Ethical Journalism Network, the five core principles are impartiality, accuracy, independence (i.e., absence of a conflict of interest), accountability (correcting errors, etc.),
and humanity (ensuring not to harm anyone). Rather than simply recounting what occurred at the most recent UFC event, you will excel in these sports jobs by going into untapped territory. Talk about the reasons behind occurrences and what might happen in the future. Helwani noted the importance of developing your own personal style. Create
your own space with these MMA jobs, offering a unique experience that readers cannot get elsewhere. Be aware of the loophole in joining the MMA Journalists Association (MMAJA). The general rule is that you start getting published or get your first editorial role for MMA before joining the group. The MMAJA requires that you produce “original
journalistic work,” whether by writing or editing reports on the sport. However, the organization’s rules and regulations state that you can be individually considered for membership if you are an MMA journalist who does not meet those parameters. If you want to work in sports and are looking for your start in MMA journalism, you need to be aware
of open positions. Since connections are so critical, you can greatly improve your chances with the premier network for professionals within the sports industry. Join our network for today. Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to
our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie
Notice and our Privacy Policy. Best answer: Announcer for broadcast or at the matches? You need to start small and start local. Tell local fight clubs (whatever they are called) you are interested and offer to help out. You may not be able to start announcing right away. When you're getting started, doing it for free is fine. Get some experience and a
demo tape under your belt.posted by AppleTurnover at 9:44 AM on December 2, 2014 [1 favorite] « Older Can I find a decently-priced men's winter jacket... | I need a lot of "The Moth" without too much hassle Newer » This thread is closed to new comments. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even
commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but
not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the
license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or
moral rights may limit how you use the material. Whether you're an MMA enthusiast or a casual fight fan, there’s a lot more variety in MMA than other combat sports - making it essential to have top-quality commentators explain what’s happening during a fight, and bring events to life. In no particular order, here’s a list of the 18 best UFC
Commentators in the promotion’s short 29-year history: If this was a list of the 5 best UFC commentators, Joe Rogan would still be here. He’s by far the most famous of all UFC commentators and one of the most known people in the UFC altogether. Joe has been with the UFC since 1997, starting out as an interviewer and later joining the color
commentary team in 2002. This longevity is what stands Joe as one of the great UFC commentators, and is a testament to how much he loves MMA. His passion for the role even led him to commentate on his first 15 UFC events without pay because the promotion had just changed owners, and they were struggling for cash. Incidentally, it was his
enthusiasm for MMA that landed him the job in the first place. Fast forward to today, Joe Rogan is still identified as the voice of the UFC, despite limiting his commentary to PPV events, and only working nine times in 2021. Aside from his passion, what makes Joe so good as a commentator is his ability to relate to the viewers, and his skill in talking
naturally as opposed to sounding forced and overly professional. He also carries into his commentary almost 40 years of MMA experience, including black belts in taekwondo, Bjj, and karate. Formerly an ESPN anchor covering MMA events since 2007, Anik has been a UFC color commentator since 2011 - and once the UFC’s partnership with ESPN
started in 2019, Jon was the perfect candidate to help with the transition. He took over Mike Goldberg’s role as the play-by-play commentator and has excelled in the role; with his ability to call what’s happening during fights and allow the color commentators to add depth. Anik brings a lot of energy and enthusiasm to his work, which makes him one
of the best commentators. He doesn’t bring any biases to his commentary, and you can tell he’s well-researched on the fighters. He’s one of the best commentators in bringing valuable information about fights and fighters to the viewers. Anik’s success as a commentator comes from his relentless pre-fight preparation. He writes all of the most
important information about a fighter on a card and then memorizes the information before a UFC event. He has about 6,000 fighter cards total, which he saves in what he calls his fighter library. He’s very reliable, and works most events; as well as co-hosting his own podcast with Kenny Florian, known as the ‘Anik & Florian Podcast’. His current
UFC contract expires at the end of 2022, and it’s almost certain he’ll sign another. John is a British MMA analyst, who has worked for the UFC since 2014, has formerly worked for the BBC, and has presented many live events across MMA, combat sports, rugby, and triathlon. In his commentary, John is always very positive and adds a lot of value. On
top of his commentary work, John has also worked as a writer, producer, reporter, and presenter for the UFC. His most known work was the UFC’s ‘Inside the Octagon’ show alongside Dan Hardy, which provides technical analysis on upcoming fights and has 101 episodes in total with an average view count of 750k+. However, since Dan Hardy’s
release from the UFC, the show has been discontinued. Fans agree John Gooden is one of the best commentators, but he is underutilized and has yet to work as a commentator at US events; which is the majority of UFC shows. This is because he doesn’t have a US visa and it’s more convenient and cheaper for the UFC to use one of their many US
commentators - instead, Gooden works the European events. John isn’t a former fighter but has trained in MMA for many years, and has belts in Bjj, judo, and karate. Gooden is great as a commentator, but no matter what he does, the UFC keeps working with him because of his versatility and ability to learn new roles and perform in those roles.
Known by most as ‘DC’, he’s one of the best UFC fighters of all time and is one of only four fighters to become a UFC double champ. He’s also a former Strikeforce champion, a six-time world or Olympic wrestling team member, and a 2022 UFC Hall of Famer (inducted at UFC 274). Daniel made the transition to full-time commentary in 2020 after his
retirement from MMA, although he’s worked part-time as a UFC commentator since 2016. He’s a big wrestling fan and came close to working as a WWE commentator toward the end of his MMA career, before finally signing with the UFC. Much like his heavyweight size, he’s a huge personality while commentating, and brings his passion and
excitement to the microphone. He has a great sense of humor and chemistry with the other commentators and balances this well with great MMA knowledge and technical analysis. There’s rarely a dull moment when DC is commentating. Due to his vast fight experience, DC knows how to break down fights, and is always quick to let viewers know
what’s happening during a fight. Despite his talents, he’s been criticized as being biased towards his favorite fighters and can find it hard to hide disapproval from his face and voice when commentating, especially when interviewing. ‘The Count’ is a former UFC middleweight champion, Cage Rage champion, Ultimate Fighter season 3 winner (light-
heavyweight), and UFC Hall of Famer since 2019. He made his debut as a UFC commentator in 2018, and since then has cemented his position as one of the best to do it. During his fight career, he was one of the great original trash talkers, using his post-fight interviews to get himself into big fights and entertain fans - it’s easy to see how Bisping
landed his job as a UFC commentator. What makes him so good as a commentator is his genuineness, wit, and enthusiasm - he always speaks what’s on his mind and isn’t afraid to upset people. On top of this, he’s always laughing and joking with his co-commentators, which adds to the excitement during UFC events. However, he’s also been
criticized for laughing too much and talking about things not related to the fight taking place. Overall, Mike has a huge passion for the sport and his role as commentator, and outside of the UFC, he hosts his own podcast ‘Believe You Me’, alongside Luis Gomez. The UFC believes Michael to be one of the best UFC commentators, signing him to a 4-
year deal in August 2021 that’ll keep him as a commentator for plenty more events to come. Dan is another British MMA analyst and commentator, mostly known for his part in the duo package that is ‘inside the octagon’, along with John Gooden. He’s considered by fans as the main man for fight breakdowns and detailed analysis, as he talks with
great confidence and knowledge of the sport. He’s an ex-UFC fighter who debuted in 2008 and retired in 2013 due to having heart issues. During his career, Dan had a title shot against one of the greatest UFC fighters, Georges St-Pierre, which he lost by decision, but finished his MMA career with an impressive record of 25-10. If you're after
information from a UFC commentator, then there isn’t better than Dan Hardy. What makes him so good as a commentator and analyst is his logical and concise communication, as well as his experience from his fighting career, his coaching of UK fighters, and his many years working within MMA as an analyst and commentator. However, critics of
Dan say he can be biased and lacks the energy and personality to really be among the best UFC commentators, and he’s better suited to an analyst role, which is why the ‘Inside the Octagon’ show was a perfect match for him. Unfortunately, Dan Hardy was released by the UFC in 2021 after a public argument with Herb Dean, and a behind-the-scenes
confrontation with an unnamed employee. Paul Felder is another UFC commentator who got the job whilst being a current fighter and announced his retirement from fighting in 2021, as he looks to take on commentary full-time. He’s one of the least experienced commentators on the list but got his first gig as a commentator for Dana White’s
Contender Series. After impressing there, he got his first live UFC event in 2017 and hasn’t looked back since. Paul holds black belts in taekwondo, and karate, as well as a purple belt in Bjj - and he knows how to use his vast knowledge and experience as a fighter effectively during his commentary. He usually commentates on UFC Fight Nights but
has worked a few PPVs when required. He’s an extremely likable and emotional character and has an ability to relate to fighters, which you hear when he speaks. His positivity always comes across when he’s working and he has great chemistry with any commentator he works with, as well as an ability to deliver valuable information when necessary.
Dominick Cruz is a 2-time UFC bantamweight champion and was the final WEC bantamweight champion before the promotion merged with the UFC. Cruz is one of the best at breaking down fighter techniques and processes, and explaining what’s happening throughout a fight, because of his high fighting IQ and experience. He’s very genuine and
says what needs to be said, never sugarcoating anything and regularly critiquing things. He recently upset Cormier by saying he doesn’t do the homework before commentating; while praising Anik for the amount of research he does. It makes his commentary unique as it brings entertainment, honesty, and some confrontation, which most other
commentators shy away from. Fans either love him or hate him and while he has good commentary overall, he’s another who’s more suited to the analyst role, as his energy is lower and his voice can be monotone, which isn’t ideal for commentating. He can also be overly critical of fighters and sound condescending at times. One of the lesser-known
and least experienced MMA commentators on the list, Brendan has been a UFC commentator since 2017 when the UFC partnered with ESPN. Prior to this, he was a sports anchor and host since 2010 for KGBT, Fox, and ESPN; covering basketball and football. He’s active in his role as a UFC announcer and presenter, as well as being one of the UFC
hosts for On The Line on UFC Fight Pass, which is a betting show. Much like Paul Felder, Brendan’s first commentary position was for Dana White’s Contender Series, where he had a positive impression, therefore earning himself a spot in mostly Fight Night events. What makes him good as a commentator is his broadcasting experience, combined
with his inexperience in MMA, which brings out the passion and intrigue in his commentary. As he has commentated on different sports, he has a knack for learning and relaying new sports as a beginner, which is helpful for the watching viewers who maybe can’t understand or relate to extremely experienced commentators. Kenny is a former UFC
fighter holding a black belt in Bjj and one of only two to compete in 4 UFC weight classes, meaning he’s very experienced and this shows through his commentary. He started commentating in the UFC in 2008 while he was still an active fighter, filling in for absent commentators. Florian worked as a co-host for ‘MMA Live’, which was an ESPN show.
He then co-hosted ‘UFC Tonight’ with Michael Bisping, where he gave analysis. From 2015 he was a color commentator for Battlebots, meaning his commentary experience and skill have expanded outside of MMA. Kenny during commentary would draw from his hosting work and fighting experience and deliver information with a calm, laid-back, and
professional style. He rarely spoke too much, preferring to speak only when he needed to. However, this is not to everyone’s taste, and may find this boring and lacking energy. He believes he was phased out of the UFC because he turned down being an Ultimate Fighter Latin America coach many years ago, and therefore was out of favor with the
UFC hierarchy. Since leaving the UFC, Kenny quickly got work as a color commentator for PFL, alongside Randy Couture - showing he’s highly rated as an MMA commentator. A veteran of the sport, he was a UFC commentator for 20 years since 1997, making his first appearance at UFC Japan, just 4 years after the UFC’s inception. He’s commonly
known as ‘Goldie’, and for being part of the original commentary duo of himself and Joe Rogan. After his departure from the UFC, he worked as a color commentator for Bellator MMA until his retirement in 2021. What made Mike so good was his originality and his dedication to the UFC. He’s famous for his sayings during commentary, such as “Here
we go”, “It is all over!”, and “Just like that!”. Mike was very charismatic and was great at hyping up fights and bringing them to life. He had great chemistry with Joe Rogan, and this is likely what kept him as part of the UFC furniture. He’s been criticized for lacking MMA knowledge in his commentary, but it’s hard to be critical of someone who
worked 20 years for the UFC, he must’ve been doing something right. I think when you’ve worked as long as Mike did, there’s likely to be instances where he said something false or negatively viewed - it’s normal, and shouldn’t undermine his legacy as one of the best UFC commentators. Jeff Blatnick was a gold medal Olympic wrestler who
commentated from UFC 4 through to UFC 32 (Dec 1994 - June 2001), a total of 7 years. He passed away in 2012 so, unfortunately, didn’t see himself inducted into the UFC Hall of Fame in 2015. As many of the early UFC fighters were wrestling dominant, Blatnick’s knowledge and experience as an Olympic wrestler as well as his experience as a
judge meant he was perfect as a commentator at the time. He could explain all the different positions and grappling exchanges very well to the audience. It also brought viewers and legitimacy to the UFC, the fact they had a former Olympic gold medalist commentating on a completely new sport. He also served as UFC commissioner who would work
with the athletic commissions in order to help establish the Unified Rules of MMA, as well as regulate and legalize the sport around the United States. Jeff has been credited with coining the term MMA during his commentary, which he started using from around UFC 10 onwards, and while most were calling it no holds barred - Jeff could see this
name change would help the sport move forward from its poor image. He’s been criticized as being a bit clueless about the sport when he first started as he was only experienced in wrestling, and this is reflected in his commentary. However, he grew into the role and did anything he could to get better at his job and learn more about MMA, and for
this reason, he was one of the best UFC commentators. Pat is a former UFC welterweight champion and is the founder of Miletich Fighting Systems - considered one of the best MMA academies due to its production of 11 MMA champions. Never actually a full-time UFC commentator, he provided cover for absent commentators and was extremely
good whenever he commentated, making it a surprise he was never offered a job. Pat was ESPN’s color commentator for ‘MMA Live’ and Legacy Fighting Alliance, which were both broadcast on UFC Fight Pass. The UFC aside, Pat was a full-time color commentator for Strikeforce between 2009-2012 and his commentary was full of valuable
information because his knowledge of MMA is so extensive. On top of his experience as a fighter and trainer, Pat was a very unbiased commentator and was always professional. He has, however, been criticized as being dry, monotone, and too reserved to be one of the best UFC commentators; which is possibly the way the UFC hierarchy saw it. A
former MMA promoter who owned the company, ‘HOOKnSHOOT"’ (95-2017), Jeff ultimately pioneered women’s MMA and had them fighting way before Strikeforce’s first female MMA fight in 2006. They also had many of MMA'’s early stars fight for them before they made it to the bigger promotions, such as Frank Mir, and Antonio Nogueira. Jeff used
to commentate for his own promotion before making it to the UFC. He had the perfect commentary for his underground, grassroots MMA fighting because his voice was croaky and his passion leaked through the microphone. He was a promoter and commentator who knew how to entertain and get people interested in a fight. He was probably too
used to his underground commentary style to really go full-time for the UFC, which requires a more professional style. Towards the of his promotion, the UFC purchased HOOKnSHOOT’s fight library, which is now available on UFC Fight Pass. Brian is a former UFC fighter, WEC light heavyweight champion, and US marine, eventually finding himself
in the UFC’s commentary booth shortly after retiring as a fighter, in 2013. He was one of the most popular commentators for 4 years until he left in 2017 to focus on other work, and fans were upset to see him leave. As a commentator, Brian was informative and entertaining, and you could tell he was well-researched when calling fights. As a former
fighter, he also brought this experience with him to the booth, and his knowledge meant he would give very detailed explanations. Commentary comes naturally to him, and his performances saw him work commentary positions for boxing and college football in between UFC work. He would often recall little pieces of information during commentary,
that he’d heard from fighters or coaches in the run-up to fights. On the other hand, Brian is another commentator who’s been accused of being too square, official, and by the book - likely because of his service in the Marine Corps. As well as this, he could be biased and tended to focus too much on one fighter during a fight. Another commentator on
the list who only worked when required, Randy is a former six-time UFC champion across two divisions, US Sergeant, and UFC Hall of Famer. He covered as a UFC color commentator between 2005-2007 until he left his role as a commentator and fighter in 2007 due to disputes with the UFC. Later he would go on to commentate for PFL in 2018. He
was great as a commentator as he had an insane amount of experience as a fighter and coach, and at the time, he was the person in the commentator booth with the most fight experience by far. This meant he could express and dissect fights when commentating. He was also very well-spoken, but he’s criticized as speaking too softly, unable to be
heard above even the quieter crowds. The first female on the list, Laura made history when she became the first female UFC commentator in the Zuffa era. She made her debut commentating for Dana White’s Contender Series and got the chance as a commentator due to excelling in her role as interviewer and presenter. Laura has an amateur MMA
record of 4-1 and has been covering MMA since 2013 with other large promotions such as Invicta FC and LFA, so she’s passionate about the sport and has the ability to analyze fights and relay information to viewers. Laura puts a noticeable amount of time and effort into research before her commentary work and her technical analysis and chemistry
with the other commentators added a new layer that UFC commentary has been missing. She’s also extremely positive and charismatic, bringing a lot of energy and personality to her commentary performances, after previously saying she wanted to be the voice of a really educated and excited fan. As the Contender Series was her first gig, she was
at times tentative and lacking confidence, but grew into the role as the night progressed. Laura Sanko has since made her UFC PPV commentary debut alongside Daniel Cormier and Jon Anik at UFC 293 on September 10, 2023. Jimmy worked as a UFC commentator for 1 year from 2018 to 2019 and didn’t have his contract renewed, as the UFC told
him they were only going with ex-UFC fighters. Many were critical of the UFC in their decision because Jimmy was a great commentator, and there are still non-UFC fighters doing commentary. He was great in his year with the UFC, as he had a decade of experience in TV, commentary, and martial arts. Jimmy was the co-host of Fight Quest and
Premier Boxing Champions, the host of Ninja Warrior (2010-2011), and has commentated for M1, Invicta, as well as Bellator for 7 years (2010-2017). Not only this but he is a blackbelt in Bjj and has a professional MMA record of 5-1, which he retired with after getting his first hosting role with Fight Quest. All of the above experience and knowledge
made him great as a commentator, and he’s very accurate and concise in his analysis. Showing his value and the UFC’s loss, Jimmy now works as a commentator for WWE. Despite this, he was criticized for being a copycat and too similar to Joe Rogan while he was in the UFC, which could’ve been a factor in his departure. As good as he was, some
agree he lacked chemistry with the other UFC commentators and was a little dry and unexciting. Are you looking to become a sports commentator or announcer? If yes, then you have come to the right place. If you’re passionate about any particular sport and want to be a part of the action taking place, then the sports announcer job may be ideal for
you. However, just like any other field, sports announcers need to go through a step-by-step process to reach the pinnacle of the industry. You need to have relevant skills along with a bachelor’s degree and work experience to transgress your career. But let’s start by getting an overview of the job role of a sports announcer. Sports announcers are
right at the center of the action as they provide updates about all the things happening in the field with their impeccable commentary skills. Many sports announcers work with TV channels, media outlets, or radio stations. In addition, announcers can have associations with teams and get the same respect, glamour, and high salary. Reaching that
point requires patience, skills, and guidance throughout your career. Sports announcers don’t just have the benefits of glamour, but they’re compensated well for their work. The salary range depends on the skills, education, and experience the individual has in the field. Nevertheless, people at mid-level can also make a decent salary. So, how much
do sports announcers make? Let’s look at the key takeaways from the report of the U.S Bureau of Labor Statistics: The median salary for an announcer is $36,770 per annum People with the highest position in the industry can make as much as $94,000 yearly The lowest salary that the bottom 10% get is around $19,580 These figures include all types
of announcers working in different industries. To become a sports commentator, announcer, or newscaster, you need to have a set of skills along with a bachelor’s degree to stand out in the pool of candidates. Your career training during your time in college will also help you find the right job. You can look for sports events in college and become a
part of the commentary team. Alternatively, you can seek internship opportunities to work with renowned names in the industry. But, before that, let’s look at the requirements for the sports commentator education criteria that you need to fulfill. The minimum education requirement to become a sports announcer is a bachelor’s degree from a
reputable institute. Your major in the bachelor’s degree will also determine if you will be a potential candidate for the job you’'re applying for. Usually, companies or media outlets hire people with the following majors: Communications MultimediaJournalismTV In addition, you can develop other skills to give you an upper hand when it comes to
landing sports announcer jobs and internships. You can also develop an engaging voice by taking classes for speech. Besides education and experience, another thing that will help you speed up your career is skills. Many of the top companies in media markets, such as New York or California, expect sports newscasters and announcers to have certain
skills. Below is a list of the skills that you need to have to land a decent job: Confident: Sports announcers will be dealing with a huge crowd trying to get them excited. That requires confidence which should translate into their voice. Interpersonal skills: Announcers will have to deal with athletes and media, so good skills are mandatory.Good
speaking skills: Sports announcers need to have a voice that will engage the people watching the game. Their voice has to be clear with an engaging tone. Writing: There is a chance that sports announcers might have to write material for media houses. Tech-savvy: Individuals must be able to deal with all the equipment necessary for their jobs. There
are some of the best announcers that you can take inspiration from. Here is a list of all the famous sports announcers that you can find in different sports: Kevin Harlan (NBA, NFL, college football, college basketball)Mike Mayock (NFL Network for multiple games) Bill Raftery (College football, college basketball, boxing)Harry Caray (MLB)Jim McKay
(Olympics, Kentucky Derby, and more)Mike Tirico (NFL)Bill Walton (NBA, college basketball)Frank Gifford (NFL, Olympics)Marv Albert (MLB,NFL,NBA, MLB, Tennis)lan Darke (Soccer, boxing) If you’re looking for sports announcer jobs, there are a few things that you need to go through. You will have a significantly better chance of landing a job if
you do these things during your college days. Internships are a great pathway to land a good entry-level job. Employers want to hire with some experience, which is why internships will give you the exposure to have the upper hand over other candidates. Networking is crucial when it comes to landing a good job. It is vital for any industry you want
to pursue your career. Therefore, make sure you take the time to build strong links with your teachers at your university. It would also help to make connections with influential people in the industry. Write a Brilliant Cover Letter With a plethora of resumes to go through, the employer will only pick up those with an engaging cover letter. Draft a
good cover letter that can set you apart from the rest of the candidates. Build a Portfolio by Creating Recordings Build a portfolio and send it to media houses when looking for jobs. By doing so, you will have a better chance of landing a job, as employers will be able to judge you by your work. We hope you have a comprehensive insight into the field
of sports broadcasting and announcements. To land high-paying sports announcer jobs, you must choose the right path. Join today! JobsInSports.com can connect you with industry leaders through our network.
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